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They say you can get
lost in a good book.
But it's worse getting
lost in a bad one...

From award-winning company
Trick of the Light Theatre comes
a story of mystery, magic and
mayhem. The Bookbinder is an
inventive one-man performance
that weaves shadowplay, paper
art, puppetry, and music into an
original dark fairytale in the vein
of Neil Gaiman. For adults and
older children (8+).

First performed in the back room
of a secondhand bookshop as
part of NZ Fringe, it has since
toured across Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, the UK,
and USA. It enjoyed a sell out
season at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe in both 2015 and 2016, and
received Best Theatre, and Best
in the Fringe at the NZ Fringe
2014, the International Excellence
Award at Sydney Fringe 2014,
and the Children’s Theatre Award
at Fringe World 2015.

55mins no interval
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Written and performed by
Ralph McCubbin Howell

Directed by
Hannah Smith

Composition & Sound Design
Tane Upjohn-Beatson

o Trick of the Light is an

[ award-winning theatre
lm company from Wellington,
New Zealand, founded
by Hannah Smith and Ralph McCubbin
Howell. We like to make theatre that is playful,
inventive, thought-provoking, and that speaks
to the here and now. Our shows have ranged
from intelligent children’s theatre to biting
political satire, but are unified by their attention
to narrative, inventive visual design, and
belief that theatre should resonate with the
wider world. Previous works include The
Engine Room (Outstanding New Playwright
—-Chapman Tripp Theatre Awards 2011), The
Road That Wasn't There (Outstanding New
New Zealand Play, Most Promising Director,
and Production of the Year - Chapman
Tripp Theatre Awards 2013, Auckland Arts
Festival Award - Auckland Fringe Awards
2013), Broken River (STAB 2013), BEARDS!
BEARDS! BEARDS! (Best Theatre - Dunedin
Fringe 2014), The Devil's Half-Acre (NZ
Festival 2016), and Tréll (Children’'s Weekly
Award Winner, West Arts Editor Weekly Award
Winner - Fringe World, Perth, 2019).

trickofthelight.co.nz
[F] trickofthelighttheatre

[ @stagetrick trickofthelightnz



Biographies

HANNAH SMITH
Director/Designer

Hannah Smith has an honours degree
in English and Theatre from Victoria
University of Wellington. She designs
sets and puppets and masks. She has
worked extensively since 2008 with
theatre companies including Theatre
Militia, Three Spoon Theatre, Full.Stop.
Theatre and Playground Collective. She
also writes reviews for Theatreview,
the New Zealand Listener, Broadway
Baby and The Wireless. She received a
nomination for Most Promising Director
at the 2011 Chapman Tripp Theatre
Awards for her work on The Engine
Room, and received the same award in
2013 for The Road That Wasn't There.

RALPH McCUBBIN HOWELL
Writer/Performer

Ralph McCubbin Howell is a theatre
maker from Wellington, New Zealand,
and co-director of Trick of the Light.
He was a member of the NZ Young
Shakespeare Company and completed
a BA (Hons) in Theatre and English at
Victoria University, Wellington before
training at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre
School in the UK. He was a founding
member of Three Spoon Theatre,
and has performed extensively as

an actor and improviser throughout
New Zealand. He received the award
for Outstanding New Playwright at
the 2011 Chapman Tripp Theatre
Awards for The Engine Room, and
Outstanding New New Zealand Play
for The Road That Wasn't There in
2013. He won the Bruce Mason
Playwriting Award in 2014 and
received an MA in Scriptwiting from
the IML at Victoria University in 2018.

TANE UPJOHN-BEATSON
Composition & Sound Design

Tane is an award-winning New
Zealand composer and sound designer,
specialising in unique scores for film,
theatre and digital media. He received the
Park Road Post Sound Designer award
for his work on Watch in 2014, and
surround-sound tour de force Broken
River in 2013. In 2015, he wrote for the
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, to
craft extensive experiential score and
sound design for Gallipoli: The Scale

of Our War - a cutting edge exhibition
at Te Papa (New Zealand's national
museum). In 2015 he received the
national Best Original Score award in
the Rialto 48Hours Furious Filmmaking
competition, judged among others by
New Zealand's Sir Peter Jackson. His
work with Trick of the Light Theatre
includes The Engine Room, The Road
That Wasn't There, Broken River, The
Devil's Half-Acre and Trll.
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TE AHUREI TOI O TAMAKI MAKAURAU

Te Ahurei Toi o Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland Arts Festival is a place for

ambitious ideas by storytellers, provocateurs and creators.

The Festival reflects our contemporary, cosmopolitan city with its many communities.
It challenges artists and audiences to be bold and take a risk. Through the work of
artists of Aotearoa and across the world, we aim to inspire, provoke and entertain

the people of Auckland Tamaki Makaurau and our many visitors.

A globally recognised celebration of art and culture taking place each March
in New Zealand's largest city, AAF will be presented for the 11th time in 2019.
The Festival has attracted nearly two million visitors to date.

Festival People

aaf.co.nz

CONTACT

Ph: +64 09 309 0101
Email: info@aaf.co.nz

Level 5, Wellesley Centre
44-52 Wellesley Street West
PO Box 5419

Auckland 1141

Patron

The Governor General,
Her Excellency

The Right Honourable
Dame Patsy Reddy,
GNZM, QSO

Board of Trustees
John Judge (Chair)
Angela Clatworthy
Rick Carlyon

Evan Davies

Sarah Judkins
Tarun Kanji
Angela Watson
Fred Ward

Chief Executive
David Inns

Artistic Director
Jonathan Bielski

Business &
Finance Director
Shona Roberts

Accounts &
Payroll Administrator
Mirena Tomas

Accounts Assistant
Suzanne Watt

Executive Assistant
Elizabeth Swinburn

Office Manager
Gill Saker

Pou Tikanga
Eynon Delamere

Head of Programming
Dolina Wehipeihana

Creative Associate
Tama Waipara

Senior Programme
Manager
Steph Walker

Programme Manager,
Toitd Te Reo
Ngatapa Black

International Music
Consultant
Declan Forde

Creative Learning &
Community Engagement
Coordinator

Natasha Lay

Programme &
Access Coordinator
Helen Winskill

Programme Coordinator,
Whanui
Noma Sio-Faiumu

Project Assistant, Whanui

Scotty Cotter

Programme Administrator,

Toitd Te Reo
Whetu Silver

Programme Coordinator,
Toku Reo Waiata & TIRA
Aroha Rawson

Creative New Zealand
Pasifika Intern
Haanz Fa'avae Jackson

Access Programme Intern

Ekta Kumar

Technical Manager
Nick Tomlin

Technical Administrator
Catherine Hart

Artist & Logistics Manager
Megan Andrews

Artist Liaison Assistant
Rina Patel

Head of Staging
Andrew Gibson

Head of Lighting
Abby Clearwater

Head of Sound
Sandy Gunn

Head of AV
Simon Barker

Spiegeltent Site Manager
Jamie Blackburn

Production Manager
Vicki Cooksley

Marketing &
Communications Director
Thierry Pannetier

Marketing Manager
Sally Woodfield

Brand & Content
Creation Manager
Tim Wong

Media & PR Manager
Siobhan Waterhouse

Publicist
JP Bolton

Marketing Assistant
Camila Araos Elevancini

Marketing Intern
Stacey Mulholland

Partnerships Executive
Vanessa Morgan

Partnerships Assistant
Carrie Rae Cunningham

Ticketing Manager
Jillian Davey

Ticketing Assistant
Evan Phillips

Founding Friends

Adrian Burr

Graeme Edwards
Friedlander Foundation
Dame Jenny Gibbs

Sir Chris & Dayle, Lady Mace
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PLATINUM PATRONS
Janet Clarke & John Judge
Sir Roderick & Gillian, Lady Deane
Andrew & Jenny Smith
Sir James Wallace
(The Wallace Foundation)

GOLD PATRONS
Bill & Frances Bell
Friedlander Foundation

SILVER PATRONS

Brian & Julie Cadzow
Jeremy Collins

Christine & Richard Didsbury
Jan & Trevor Farmer

Kent & Gaye Gardner

Dame Jenny Gibbs

John & Jo Gow

lan & Wendy Kuperus
Rochelle McLaren

Sir Chris & Dayle, Lady Mace
Sonbol & Farzbod Taefi
Walker and Hall Trust

Fran Wyborn

BRONZE PATRONS

John Barnett

John Billington QC

Rick & Jenny Carlyon
Rosslyn Caughey

Mark & Angela Clatworthy
Sally Clatworthy

Graham Cleary

Nicola Johnson & Stephen Mills QC
Kate Plaw

Fran & Geoff Ricketts
Michelle & Will Rouse
Catherine & Martin Spencer
Lady Philippa Tait

Fred & Nicky Ward

Sally Woodfield & David Inns

JADE PATRONS

Victoria & John Carter

Johnny & Jo Chaplin

Martin Cooper

Amber Coulter &
Andrew Lewis

Tarun Kanji

Vanessa Morgan

Shona Roberts

Chris Simcock &
Camilla Hope-Simcock
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