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Welcome

Each year Auckland Arts Festival (AAF) 
provides opportunities for arts organisations 
to work together on exciting projects 
and events. In 2019 AAF and Auckland 
Philharmonia Orchestra (APO) are thrilled 
to be joining forces to present Messiaen’s 
20th century masterpiece the Turangalîla 
Symphony to Auckland audiences.

Performing a piece of music of Turangalîla’s 
magnitude is a huge undertaking. It is a work 
that both the Festival and the APO have been 
wanting to do for many years, and we are 
delighted to have finally turned our dream 
into tonight’s performance. And there is no 
better place to present this performance than 
in the stunning, and acoustically marvellous, 
surroundings of the Auckland Town Hall, the 
home of the APO.

This is also a collaboration with the Australian 
National Academy of Music and we welcome 
their musicians into the festival fold to join 
APO musicians on stage, in the spirit of 
trans-Tasman collaboration.

We thank our collective sponsors, funders, 
donors and audiences who continue to 
support the work of the festival and the 
orchestra and enable us all to contribute to 
the vibrant cultural life of our city – Auckland. 

Jonathan Bielski  
Artistic Director

Auckland  
Arts Festival

Barbara Glaser  
Chief Executive

Auckland  
Philharmonia  
Orchestra

“Stravinsky quipped 
that all you need to 
write Turangalîla is 
enough manuscript 
paper – it’s just as 
well Messiaen did: 
it is music of 
uninhibited joy 
in all of its 10
movements.”
— the guardian

Beginning the 
evening, musical 
expert Graham 
Abbott will present 
an insightful and 
informative ‘unwrap’ 
from the stage – 
an exploration of 
the music with 
performances of 
sections from the 
piece – which is 
sure to enrich your 
enjoyment of this 
monumental work.

+	 Associate Principal
#	 Sub-Principal 
~ 	 APO Orchestral Fellow



GRAHAM ABBOTT 
Presenter

Sydney-born Graham Abbott 
is a graduate of the Sydney 
Conservatorium. He has had 
more than 30 years’ experience 
conducting orchestral, choral and 
operatic music of almost every 
conceivable period and style. 
He is particularly respected as a 
conductor of the music of Handel, 
having conducted Messiah 
more than 70 times and with an 
operatic repertoire that includes 
five Handel operas and the major 
works of Verdi, Mozart and Bizet.

Graham has had many years’ 
experience as a public speaker 
on music. He has developed a 
reputation as an engaging and 
entertaining educator, capable 
of opening the world of music 
to the untrained music lover. He 
taught modules for teachers, 
community-based musicians 
and high school students in the 
Symphony Australia Conductor 
Training programme and is highly 
sought-after as a conducting 
teacher and workshop director. 

For fifteen years – from 2003 
to 2017 – Graham produced 
and presented Keys To Music 
on ABC Classic FM, as well 
as undertaking many other 
presenting and producing roles 
with the station. He is now 
regarded as one of Australia’s 
pre-eminent communicators on 
music, a feature which, when 
combined with his conducting and 
teaching expertise, makes him a 
unique member of Australia’s arts 
and education world. 

Graham was awarded the 2007 
Bernard Heinze Award by the 
University of Melbourne in 
recognition of his services to 
music in Australia.

Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra 
(APO) is New Zealand’s only full-time, 
professional, city-based symphony 
orchestra serving the Auckland region 
with a comprehensive programme 
of concerts, education and outreach 
activities.

In more than 70 performances annually, 
the APO presents a full season of 
symphonic work showcasing many of 
the world’s finest classical musicians. 
Renowned for its innovation, passion  
and versatility, the APO collaborates 
with some of New Zealand’s most 
inventive contemporary artists.

The APO is proud to support both New 
Zealand Opera and the Royal New Zealand 
Ballet in their Auckland performances.  
It also works in partnership with many 
other arts organisations, including 
Auckland Arts Festival.

Through its numerous APO Connecting 
(education, outreach and community) 
initiatives, the APO offers opportunities 
to more than 20,000 young people  
and adults nationwide.

More than 250,000 people hear the 
orchestra live each year, in the concert 
hall and through video live streams and 
radio broadcasts. Many thousands more 
are reached through special events, 
recordings and other media.

 
Patrons 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, DBE, ONZ 
Dame Catherine Tizard, GCMG, 
GCVO, DBE, ONZ, QSO 
Sir James Wallace, KNZM, ONZM 
Dame Rosanne Meo, DNZM, OBE

Vice Patron 
Dame Jenny Gibbs, DNZM

Auckland Philharmonia  
Orchestra Board 
Geraint A. Martin (Chairman), 
Leigh Auton 
Richard Ebbett 
Lope Ginnen 
Pare Keiha 
Kieran Raftery QC 
Eric Renick 
Julian Smith

Chief Executive 
Barbara Glaser

Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki Makaurau / 
Auckland Arts Festival is a place for  
ambitious ideas by storytellers, 
provocateurs and creators.

The Festival reflects our contemporary, 
cosmopolitan city with its many 
communities. It challenges artists 
and audiences to be bold and take a 
risk. Through the work of artists of 
Aotearoa and across the world, we aim 
to inspire, provoke and entertain the 
people of Auckland Tāmaki Makaurau 
and our many visitors.

A globally recognised celebration of art 
and culture taking place each March  
in New Zealand’s largest city, AAF will 
be presented for the 11th time in 2019.  
The Festival has attracted nearly two 
million visitors to date.
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The Australian National Academy of Music 
(ANAM) is dedicated to the training of the most 
exceptional young classical musicians from 
Australia and New Zealand. It is a place in which 
young musicians fulfil their potential as music 
leaders, distinguished by their skill, imagination 
and courage, and by their determined 
contribution to a vibrant music culture.

ANAM Musicians share the stage with the 
world’s finest artists. Alumni work in orchestras 
and chamber ensembles around the world, 
perform as soloists, contribute to educating the 
next generation of musicians, and win major 
national and international awards.

ANAM Board of Directors 
Ian McRae, AO (Chair)  
Alison Beare 
Jennifer Bott, AO 
Barry Conyngham, AM  
John Daley 
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CYNTHIA MILLAR 
Ondes Martenot

Described by The Observer [July 
2018] as the “unchallenged sovereign 
of the Ondes Martenot,” Cynthia 
Millar’s most recent performances 
include concerts with the London 
Symphony Orchestra, Royal 
Stockholm Philharmonic, Orchestre de 
Paris and BBC Symphony Orchestra 
at the BBC Proms. The 2018–19 
season includes returns to the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, Orchestre 
Philharmonique de Radio France and 
NHK Symphony Orchestra. 

In 2016, Cynthia premiered the Ondes 
Martenot part specially written for 
her by Thomas Adès in his opera The 
Exterminating Angel at the Salzburg 
Festival, and subsequently at the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, 
the Metropolitan Opera and the 
Royal Danish Opera in March 2018. 
Since her first performance of the 
Turangalîla Symphonie at the 1986 
BBC Proms with the National Youth 
Orchestra under Sir Mark Elder, she 
has played the piece around 200 
times with some of the world’s leading 
conductors, including Simon Rattle, 
Gustavo Dudamel and Saraki Oramo. 
Cynthia has also played in well over 
100 film and television scores and has 
written music for film, television and 
theatre, including scores for Robert 
Wise, Arthur Penn and Peter Yates.

JOANNA MACGREGOR  
Piano

Joanna MacGregor is one of the 
world’s most innovative musicians, 
appearing as a concert pianist, 
conductor and composer. Head of 
Piano at the Royal Academy of Music 
and Professor of the University 
of London, Joanna is also known 
as an artistic director of festivals 
and concert series, including Bath 
International Music Festival and 
Dartington International Summer 
School and Festival.

As a solo artist Joanna has 
performed in over 80 countries 
and is a veteran of over 40 solo 
recordings. Including the complete 
Chopin Mazurkas and Bach’s 
Goldberg Variations, Joanna is 
known for her much collaborations 
with jazz, folk, pop, film, electronic 
and visual artists, writers and 
poets. She regularly performs at 
major venues throughout the world, 
including the Royal Albert Hall and 
Wigmore Hall in London, the Sydney 
Opera House, Leipzig Gewandhaus, 
the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam 
and the Mozarteum in Salzburg. In 
2012, she was made an Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 
the Queen’s Jubilee Honours.

STEFAN ASBURY 
Conductor

A regular guest with leading orchestras 
worldwide, Stefan Asbury’s 2018/19 
season includes concerts with the 
Auckland Philharmonia and China 
National Symphony Orchestra. He 
recently conducted the opening concert 
of the Musika-Música Festival with the 
Bilbao Orkestra Sinfonikoa, with further 
collaborations including Ensemble 
Musikfabrik, Szczecin Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Nash Ensemble, Orquestra 
Sinfônica do Paraná and Orquesta 
Sinfonica de Peru. He works regularly 
with the MDR Sinfonieorchester 
Leipzig – most recently at the 2018 
Beethovenfest in Bonn. He has held 
positions as Musician in Residence with 
the Tapiola Sinfonietta; Chief Conductor 
and, lately, Honorary Conductor of the 
Noord Nederlands Orkest. 

As a recording artist, Stefan’s album 
with music by Jonathan Harvey was 
awarded a Monde de la Musique CHOC 
award, and his complete cycle of Gerard 
Grisey’s Les Espaces Accoustiques 
with WDR Sinfonieorchester Köln won a 
Deutschen Schallplattenkritik award. 

Asbury has an on-going collaboration 
with the MDR Sinfonieorchestra, 
Bayrisches Rundfunk Orchestra,  
WDR Sinfonieorchester Köln,  
hr-Sinfonieorchester and NHK 
orchestra. He regularly appears at 
festivals such as Munich’s Biennale, 
Salzburger Festspiele, La Biennale 
di Venezia, Tongyeong music festival 
and Wien Modern. As part of the wide 
repertoire he conducts, he also works 
on new music projects with Ensemble 
Modern, Ensemble Musikfabrik and 
Klangforum Wien. 

Since 1995 Stefan Asbury has served 
on the faculty of the Tanglewood Music 
Center and currently holds the Steven 
Perles Chair as head of the prestigious 
conducting programme.
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AN EPIC 
THEATRICAL

FANTASY INSPIRED 
BY SHAKESPEARE’S

A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S DREAMSUPPORTED BY

“A stunning production.”
— BRITISH THEATRE GUIDE
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