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Tamariki from Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Kōtuku in Rānui, 
and Te Roopu Kaumātua o Te Whānau o Waipareira have 
collaborated with Te Pou Theatre to bring to life the story of 
the Opanuku Stream.

In alignment with the Auckland Arts Festival’s new Toitū Te Reo 
strand, its key focus has been on Te Reo Māori and the shared 
learning experiences of all involved.

With a clear pathway already laid by our Tūpuna to first and 
always honour mana whenua, Te Pou Theatre, Te Roopu 
Kaumātua o Te Whānau o Waipareira and the Te Kura Kaupapa 
Māori o Te Kōtuku asked Robyn Taua-Gordon how Te Kawerau-
ā-Maki would like our offering to take shape. 

The pūrakau of Panuku was a perfect match to achieve this 
and our desire to share learning about Mana Whenua, Te Taiao 
and te reo Māori associated with it. We have had the happy task 
of continuing the work of the Twin Streams Project undertaken 
by Panuku Development and relished the chance to cast further 
light on the life of the awa, its environment and its people. 
This is a site specific performance with the audience and 
performers promenading along the awa as the story unfolds 
through what is now Corban Estate Art Centre and the home 
of Te Pou Theatre. 

Through weekly workshops and waiata sessions we have 
shared and learnt songs, kōrero of the awa, woven raukura 
from nikau palms, conjured up costume ideas and looked at 
how movement, voice and the environment itself can lend 
themselves to stories telling.

We are offering all our positive energy to the awa that holds us 
in its curly arms and raising the mauri of Te Wai o Panuku.  

Ngā mihi nui ki te mana whenua, a Te Kawerau ā Maki mō ēnei 
kōrero ā nehe, te pūrakau o Panuku me Parekura. 

Ngā mihi, 
Aroha
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two million visitors to date.

CONTACT

Ph: +64 09 309 0101 
Email: info@aaf.co.nz

Level 5, Wellesley Centre 
44–52 Wellesley Street West 
PO Box 5419 
Auckland 1141

aaf.co.nz

AROHA RAWSON is of Ngāti Ranginui, Ngai te Rangi, Ngāti P ı̄kiao and Kōtarani descent. In her fourth 
year with the Auckland Arts Festival, she has stepped out from behind the production to guide tamariki 
and kaumatua through this comminity devised experience. Twenty years ago Aroha first started working 
with tamariki and rangatahi at The Christchurch Drama Centre and went on to teach drama across 
the city at pre-schools, primary, intermediate and high schools. As an actor she studied devising with 
New York devised performance guru Josephina Baez, The Clinics Anastasia Dailianis and Toi Whakaari 
stalwart Bert van Dijk.

The joy that all participants have shared in this process is a fantastic result itself. The learning and 
relationships built are profound rewards but I believe that it is the kaumatua, and myself that have 
recieved a very special taonga. The tamariki and Whaea Leah have shown their love of Te Reo Māori 
in every single moment. Their kaha and skill in Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori has truly inspired our 
kaumatua to practice their reo and shown them there is not just hope but that the future for Māori, our 
language and our ways is already happening! Tı̄hei mauri ora!
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TE RŌPŪ KAUMATUA O TE WHANAU O WAIPAREIRA have been engaged with Te Pou Theatre 
for some time and join this year’s Whānui project as performers. A large undertaking was made to 
share the creative and learning process of this project with tamariki. Kaumatua have taught traditional 
and contemporary waiata and weaving nikau branches at our weekly workshops. They have also been 
thoroughly impressed and inspired by the Te Reo Māori skills and energy of our tamariki from Te Kura 
Kaupapa Māori o Te Kotuku.

It has been a privilege for a group of our tamariki from TE KURA 
KAUPAPA MĀORI O TE KŌTUKU to work alongside our Waipareira 
kaumātua in preparation for the production of He Mokopuna He Tūpuna.

The project can probably best be described as organic – a natural, 
unforced, spontaneous, living, learning journey for our tamariki – one 
that they will look back on fondly in their adult years. The giggles, the 
growlings, the ‘no ears’ and koro’s ukulele are already imprinted in their 
memory banks.

It is with much joy and gratitude that this relationship was established in 
a performing arts context.

We salute our Waipareira kaumātua. Ngā mihi aroha.

Cast List

Te rere nei 
Te rere na! 
Ko Waimoko ki raro 
Ko Opanuku ki runga 
He tai pari 
He tai roa 
Roa ikeike te tai tangata 
Timu atu 
Pari mai 
He waiora na Panuku e!


